244                 Biographical Notes
British Ambassador to U.S.A. during the Great War of 1914-
1918.
Squire, Sir John Collings. Born at Plymouth in 1884 and
educated at Blunders School, Tiverton, and St. John's College,
Cambridge. He became editor of the New Statesman and
founded the London Mercury. His serious poems include The
Three Hills, The Moon, A Face in Candlelight, and many other
volumes, and his brilliant parodies appear in Steps to Parnassus
and Tricks of the Trade. His criticisms are collected in Books in
General, Essays at Large, Sunday Mornings, etc., and short stories in
Grub Street Nights' Entertainments and Outside Eden. He also col-
laborated in a highly successful play, Berkeley Square.
Stevenson, Robert Louis (1850-1894). Born at Edinburgh, the
son of a civil engineer. He was always of delicate constitution,
and though he was called to the Bar he never practised. A
canoe tour led to his first real book, An Inland Voyage, in 1878,
and the next year a land tour produced his Travels with a Donkey.
It was the publication of Treasure Island some years later, how-
ever, that made him world-famous, and this was followed by a
striking series of romances in Kidnapped, Catriona, The Black
Arrow and The Master of Ballantrae. Some of his macabre short
stories, such as Dr. Jefyll and Mr. Hyde, show his genius in quite
a different light. Stevenson eventually settled in Samoa for
reasons of health and died there.
Tennyson, Alfred; Lord (1809-1892). Son of the Rector of
Somersby, Lincolnshire, and educated at Louth Grammar
School and Trinity College, Cambridge. From the Poems,
chiefly Lyrical, of 1830, the Poems of 1833, *^e two volumes of
1842, The Princess in 1847, & Memoriam in 1850, Maud in 1855,
and the Idylls of the King in 1859 to The Death ofOenone in 1892,
he produced a series of masterpieces which gained him a
position rarely attained by any writer in his own lifetime, and
won him the Poet Laureateship in 1850 and a peerage in 1884.
Tennyson died at his house, "Aldworth," near Haslemere,
and was buried in Westminster Abbey.
Thomson, James (1700-1748). Born at Ednam, Roxburghshire,
and educated at Jedburgh and Edinburgh. He was intended